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My Cooper Relatives 

Dr. Honor C. Cooper, 145 Pendleton Drive, Athens, Georgia 30601 

^ .nc-r-tors James Cooper (1780-1845) & Nancy Agnes Wooddell 
m«5 1861) married in 1805, of Augusta County, Virginia, and 
Pocahontas County, West Virginia. 

This paper will be concerned with James Cooper and his wife. Fancy Agnes 
Wooddell, two of our ancestors of the sixth generation. Ky hope is that dis¬ 
tributing this sketch will encourage you to send me additional material concern¬ 
ing thess two ancestors. Please make suggestions concerning corrections and ad¬ 
ditions, for I plan to revise this paper for inclusion in a brief history of our 
Cooper, Wooddell, Whitman, and McKemy ancestors, which will be distributed among 
you when completed. 

As was the case with an earlier paper concerning Joseph Wooddell, a major 
source of information for this paper has been the Wooddell family papers, now in 
the possession of Mr. Forrest Wooddell of Green Bank, Pocahontas County, West 
Virginia. I am grateful to Mr. Wooddell for permission to copy and U3e this ma¬ 
terial. 7 am also deeply indebted to Mr. Rockford N. Hamad, a native of Green 
Bank who now lives in Alexandria, Virginia, for introducing ms to Mr. Wooddell 
and for staring his extensive knowledge of the history and family relationships 
of Pocahontas Comty. Other valuable sources have been letters and conversations 
with members of the family, Chalkley's abstracts. Price's history, and the court¬ 
house records at Marlinton, Staunton, and Lexington. 

James Cocper (1730-1245) was born in Rockbridge County, Virginia on Jan- 
“ ar 7 1780, the youngest of tha four children of James Cooper ( -1731) & 

-ean Mcr.'ny. femes ‘ father died when James was lcs3 than two years old and he 
* he J ~ 33 ? Creek section of Augusta County, according to Price. 
wv..rh C-alkley abstracts adoption papers for his two brothers, I found none for 
8r- ' ^ * s therefore most probable that James was reared by hi3 mother, Jean 
Yr 7 ’ a " t ’ r ' • cKemy homestead near Mossy Creek, However, I have no direct 
evidence to support this guess. 

- v ^‘J 7 ^" ca Wooddell (1785-1345) was bom in Augusta County, Virginia on 
‘ lj, 1,85, the second child of Joseph Wooddell (1752-1834) end Elisabeth 
3Trrrr v l . -1820). I knew nothing about her childhood. However, James 
i-'. 176* *• * C t te8 ®y Creok Presbyterian Church, which was founded 

t« «1»-* *-be McKemy and ’Wooddell families were prominent. There 

i a, • v iJ«nce that James and Nancy's mothers cay have been sisters, 

“th"* conclusive evidence about tldo possibility. 

■*'-/ ill! or Price, which will bo quoted later, James and 

k.-.'.-- **. when both moved to Green Bonk soon after 1SC0. I do not 
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LSD 

St'ph'n rir'ird, ftl to Cash ° g ° 

. .' a»ttain tn to Cash ° o 

. ‘ ; , h ‘' g v 0 ; { *-jt Being a Ballance Due me from the Employers January 

16th, 1004. Jca:ftS Cooper 


t(ir „, fooncr «Bd Nancy Agnes Woodtlell were married at Green Bank on June 17, 
since Nancy wa: .'.till a minor, the marriage bond was made several days 
i?-ere the ceremony between James and her father, Joseph Wcoddell. Green Bank 
* 9tlll rart of Bath County at that time and thus the following bond is on 
file at the Bath County courthouse, Warm Springs, Virginia: 

Enow all men by those presents that we, James Cooper and Joseph Wooddell 
are held ant firmly bound unto John Page esq. Governor cf Virginia in the 
sue of one hundred* and fifty dollars for the use cf the Commonwealth to 
which payment will and truly to be made to the said Governor or his succes¬ 
sors we bind ourselves our heirs executors & administrators jointly & sev¬ 
erally firmly by these presents sealed with our Seals and dated this 11th 
day of June, 1605. 

The condition of the above obligation is such that whereas there is 
shortly intended to be had and Solemnised a marriage between the above 
bo’nri Jrmes Ccoper and Nancy Wo odd el of this County, row if there be no 
lawf:l cauca to obstruct the said marriage then the above Obligation to be 
void else to remain in full force: 


Signed and Acknow. d 
in presence of 
Chs L Francisco 


JAS COOPS* 

JOS WOODDELL Seal. 


After their marriage, James and Nancy settled near her father ’3 homestead 
® a s'.rc-m which is now called Cooper Run, a branch cf Deer Creek, at an ap¬ 
proximate longitude of 79 48 * 30" and north latitude of 33° 24' 45”. Over the 
7t4rs ' ac v-ired considerable land. Some of the boundaries of their land 

wrr^ ;;c-_ .ed ir a deed to their son, Joseph, made shortly before James’ death 
4 *o: 


, v »t h i 9 ^’-denture end entered into this nineteenth day of March in 
. * i J r c ‘ our ~' r ^ ono thousand and eight hundred and forty five between 

St J2° J !' ,r °f . ths CoUnt J r of Pocahontas and State of Virginia of the one 
".Cooper of the County and State aforesaid of the other 
ltneaaeth t at the said Jar.es Cooper for and in the consideration of 

l. '«r7 ■'?* "•°7 M 5 d doUars to him in hand paid the receipt of Which 

tr/i *-» «r_. #T,c ' lcl €^ by him the said James Coooer hath bargained and cold 
*. j .. * r'ct'n -8 deth bargain and sell unto* the said Joseph W. Ccoper 

oi l* u :; T0 r. d forever the following certain tracts or parcels 

to sd ? tract containing or.e hundred and fifteen acres deeded 

Ary*. 4nd Bot »y hl * lying and being in the County of 

"•i •forooaid on the waters of Door Creek and bounded as 

•'A \* l*e to 3 Jv *’ r , rn,<0 corn,r to Coloman Conrad thence N, 60 W. 

tAtm ,. r black r,?]! k *- CO r n 0 r to Bd thenco 73° V. 40 poles to a 

i;r ' U-.se g Y w 50 W .% poles to 3 black pines & Boon Tillmans * 

t». a lii'j.. 1 » P lo " to a Whlto Oak and hicory thence S. f*6 E. 96 
K '■ f » r :& f *• *)• l/ * *• 36 polos to « pine and whlto c\k on the 

U Uw ImWia.' ^ *.100 poles to 2 Chestnuts thsnos N. 5 W. 109 


v ■ m •'* I. J t,10 ° polos to 2 Chestnuts thsncs N. 5 "• A- 0 

Also •« *‘ 

‘ . • rite, ... •♦>ntalnln 8 seventy five acres Deeded to sd Ceoper 


7* ’'****• iw.cii 

***** Otltwr 


*a to usti 



0 Page 3 

? Booches by a branch S. 11 E. 110 poles to a forked maple In 
*,j3rVJd dovn the sic to N. 83* W. 60 poles to 2 ironwoods N. 84# W. 

204 C nnother^tract 1 containing twonty acres adjoining the foregoing and 
T-rnb Bible and bounded as follows to Wit. Begining at 2 ironwoods comer 
^ Jacob Bible and the old tract thence S. 15° E. 30jpoles to 2 pines on 
a hill Side S. 77® E. 83 poles to 2 white 0aks Q N. 25 E. 16 poles to a spruce 
rine N. 66® W. 26 poles to a Spruce pine N. 1£ W. 20 poles to a pine and 
vhite oak thence leaving sd Bibles line N. 83 V/. 70 poles to the Begining. 

Also another tract Containing Eighty acres deeded to sd Cooper & Jacob 
Dysart Thomas Lcmb and his wife lying & being in the County and State afore¬ 
said an the waters of Deer Creek and bounded as follows to wi£; Begining 
at a Sugar Tree and made corner to Win. Lightner thence S. 88 E. 36 poles 
to a white oak and ironwood S. 75 E. 40 poles to 2 Maples on a ridge N. 

62° E. 32 poles to 2 white oaks N. 72 E. 68 poles to a large white oak N. 

23° W. 53 poles to a white Oak end hickory on a ridge N. 40 W. 58 poles 
to 2 white Oaks S. 72° W. 52 poles to white Oak S. 58 E. 14 poles to the 
Begining on the other tract containing fifteen acres and adjoining the afore¬ 
mentioned tract and Deeded to sd Cooper by sd Dysart Lamb and wife. 

Another tract Containing fifteen acres and Deeded to sd Cooper by James 
Tillman lying and being in the county and State aforesaid on the waters of 
Deer Creek adjoining the lands of Solomon Conrad, Patrick Bruffy, and Boon 
Tallnan. 


Together with the appertainances belonging to sd tracts or parcels of 
land to the sole use and behoof of him the sd Joseph W. Cooper and his heirs 
ar.d assigns forever, and the said James Cooper for himself and his heirs doth 
covenant and agree with the said Joseph W, Cooper and his heirs, that the 
said James Cooper and his heirs the said parcels of land with all the apper¬ 
tainances thereunto belonging to the said Joseph W. Cooper and his heirs and 
aspigr.j forever against the Claim of him the said James Cooper and his heirs 
a- i all ar.d every other person or persons whatsoever will forever warrant and 
defer*:, in Witness Whereof the Said James Cooper hath hereunto Subscribed 
his na=e and affixed his seal this day and year above written. 

Ja3. Cooper Seal 

^ 3c *hootas County to wit —We Edward Ervine & Wm. Arbogast Justices of 
^ the County aforesaid in the State of Virginia do hereby Cer- 
a P® rt to a certain deed bearing date the 19th day 
° /'' r y-"'' »nd hereunto annexed personally appeared before us in our 

‘•cresaid and acknowledged the same to be his act and deed and de- 
* [fy retract it and desired to certify the sd acknowledgment to the 
County Court of Pocahontas in order that sd deed may be recorded 
" en our handi and Seals thi8 19fch day of fIarch in the year 1845> 

Edward Ervine Seal 

ton. Arbogast Seal 


«ti 


6 K * ncy k€nca ttxxMell (1785-1861) wore the par- 
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• ■ Highland toafl y. M. 

not known. 

rr: * 5 4. 1844 to Samuel Wood. 


Mai 



Green hank, W. Va. 

'■'4, I'oeati nta. County, W. Va. 
not known. 
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*503 James Harvey Cooper 

Rn*n Julv 30. 1610. Green Bank, W. Va. 

m.3 December 8, 1881, near Tanner, Gilmer County, W. Va. 
a;L^ntir^n, on Jessie Run, near Tanner, W. Va. 

M r”icd March 8, 1836, Pocahontas County, to Julia Ann Whitman 
* (born September 28, 1817, Anthonys Creek, Greenbrier County, 
W Va.—died September 20, 1903, near Tanner W. V.—buried 
beside her husband), daughter of George Whitman, Senior. 


504 Nar.cy B. Cooper 

Born July 29, 1812, Green Bank, W. Va. 

Died March 3, 1883, Pocahontas County, W. Va. 
Place of burial not known. 

Unmarried 


505 John Thomas Cooper 

Bom November 28, 1814, Green Bank, W. Va. 

Died April 9, 1878, Parkersburg, W. Va. 

Place of burial not known. 

Harried October 31, 185C, near Fairmont, W. Va., to Louisa Lirpin 
Linn (bom February 15. 1825, Linn’s Mills near Fairmont, W. Va. 
died February 11, 1916), daughter of Robert Linn III (1781-1834) 
& Catherine Lyon (1788-1856) 


506 Margaret I. Cooper 

Bom February 11, 1819, Green Bank, W. Va. 

Died January 25, 1895, Burnt House, Ritchie County, W. Va. 

Place of burial not known. 

Harried March 12, 1844 to Enoch R. Hill (bom January 13, 1821— 
died August 6, 1896, Burnt House, W. Va.), son John Hill (1790- 
1885) & Keturah Cunningham ( - ). 


507 Lucinda Cooper 

Bom March 1, 1821, Green Bank, W. Va. 

Died May 27, 1886, Green Bank, W. Va. 

&oried Arbovale, Pocahontas County, W. Va. 

Harried December 21, 1843, Green Bank, W. Va., to John Alexander 
Gillaspie (bom December 22, 1815—died March 11, 1897, Green 
Bank, W. Va,—buried Arbovale, W, Va.). 


506 


509 




Joseph William Cooper 

Born April 18, 1823, Green Bank, W. Va. 

u‘7. 5 9 .’ 1898 » Green Bank, W. Va. 

r,arwi CK Cemotory, Green Bank, W. Va. 

1®47 to Rachel Tollman Sutton (born October 21, 1822- 
m- .*! Jul y 1863, Green Bank, W. Va.—buried Arbovale, W. Va.) 
rled second January 16, 1868, Bath County, Va., to Harriett A. 

.' born 1835—died about 1869), daughter of Henry S. fade & 
y Arbogaot. 

' 5 tn.rd to Mary E. Arbogast (born 1845), daughter of Solomon 

ft nancy Nottingham. 

Vlr * lnU Cooper 

DiS SSnr tSk 1 *! 5 ' Groen b * nk * W - Vfl * 

w - ’*• 

* 1>#r 1»*49, to Andrew W. Kerr (bom 1828). 
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K jBac .. cooper ( -17«1). These suits were engendered, apparently, because 

° t. of'the McKetay uncles had purchased or managed the property of James Cocper 
FT" - 1781 ) after adopting one or two of his children, then died intestate, 
ihich~lcd to disputes between their own children and the adopted Cooper cousins. 
The records pertaining to these suits can be found in the Augusta County court¬ 
house under "McKamy vs. McKany—O.S. 147; N. S. 51—Bill, no date" (abstracted 
in Chalkley, Vol. 2, pages 127-128) and "Coopers Heirs vs. McKamy— O.S. 212; N. 

75 Bill, May, 1809" (abstracted in Chalkley, Vol. II, page l67)o Judging 

by the abstracts, these papers might contain information about the various Cooper- 
MeKcQj relationships, but I have not had an opportunity to visit the courthouse 
•t Staunton. However, I do have a photostatic copy of a letter by James Cooper 
(1780-1845) to Mr. it Mrs. James McKeay, which was submitted as evidence in the 
Cooper—McKany case cited above: 

Dear Uncle & Aunt—These Comes to let you know that we are enjoying a 
Reasonable Degree of health at present and hope these may find you and your 
family in good health when they Come to your hand. 

I^have nothing material to inform you of at present only that I have 
Notify. Andrew Kenady to attend at Staunton at Garbers Tavern on the first 
day of the September District Court in order to Settle the Bond I have of my 
fathers on him end his Brother James, I wrote him to have the Bond he said 
he had against my Father (that is if there is any in being) or to h 3 ve the 
money to pay it or I should enter suit against him as I could give him no 
longer Indugence. 

I have some thoughts of going to Tenesee State this fall if I possibly 
Can and wish you if it lies in your pov/er to get me some mony as I shall 
stand in nsed of some to bear my expences—and also I want you or Some of 
you to be at Garbers on the day above mention, to meet Kenaday to see if he 
.-1 have the Bond or money or what he intends to do and you will much oblige 
7 ®ur Affectiate Nephew. 

f • Ja "“ McKe oey James Cooper 

«. d. please to write to Bearer July the 31st 1806 

Bath County 

case -ecc"-* th ° handwritin S of this letter, which is in the Cooper-McKemy 

wrlt'.r.i- a c °“ r thouse at Staunton, with samples of Janes Cooper's hand- 

Ccc?'- (I 7 gr family papers and there is no question but that the James 

j«t:. K-'-vTf » i,v , reen Bank was the son of the Janes Cooper ( -1781) and 

fc-wldeil ’*.c«ra * P 0 Unb J r * Other evidence supports this relationship: the 

to r,g*cr. etxmt *** * Tetter from James McKerney in which he mentions going 
child of - 1*^1 Co-rsI Rockbridge, on business for James Cooper; the oldest 

him. for i ' 3 °-1845) was Elizabeth McKerny Cooper; approximate years 

'- • » 1 r. O.a(J Oioli^gs, calculated from adoption and apprenticeship 

' * d -» 280), are consistent with James' known date of birth. 

'■ "'■• •.r T«r.n* 5 Ber lr, ^ nlno Interesting because Janes mentions the possibility 
: 1 ' ...I Though Janos was probably reared in tho Mossy Creek area, 

'r K- , hln 7 yoaro in Tonnossoo; Chalkley's abstract of 

r *' :; y : r . . ‘ 1 p * r “ ctatost "James Cooper and others of the Cooper 

- .Id ,. r .. ,T/ A thorough examination of the papers in the Staunton 
•"•••lltano in th * b * alr statement. Some of kho McKany 

euiia were from Knox County, Tenneasoe. 

*44 it Ion i 0 

for ' '• Cooper (1700-1845) also served aa * Bath County 

‘ u »Hv„ t *• »*rly aa 1000, he carried out court orders, *e- 

* '"-Meii family papersi 

J*'* •‘ity * /»,. ' ®»*rlaa Oonnven In aaid County farmer hath 

c • t ' t® k«*p u,, r ?? an Kathcwa one of the Comaonwealths 

, * «• In said County and hath taken • Corporal oath -hat 
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hr the 3cid Charles Donovcn is afraid John McMahon in the Said County far- 
nrr And James McMahon the Said John McMahons son will beat him (wound maim 
kill or do him some bodily hurt) and hath therefore prayed surety of the 
peace against hira the Said John McMahon and Jame 3 McMahon his son. 

These aro therefore on behalf and in the name of the Commonwealth to 
Cocoand you Jointly and severally that immediately upon the receipt here of 
you bring the Said John McMahon and James McMahon before me or some other 
Justice of the peace for the said County of Bath to find surety as well for 
his personal appearance at the next Court to be holden for the said County 
as for their keeping the peace in the mean time towards Citizens of this 
Coroonwealth and chiefly towards the said Charles Doneven. 

Given under my hand and seal in the said County the fifteenth day of 
September one thousand Eight Hundred and Eight. 

To Jares Cooper Constable Sampson Mathews Seal 

To Execute and Return 

Jaae 3 apparently continued as constable for many years, since Price (pages 
10C-101) states concerning the formation of Pocahontas County from Bath County: 

Affairs having so far progressed, the formation of a new county was 
sooted and due arrangements cade. A resolution to that effect was passed by 
the Virginia Legislature, March 1821 . , . One of the most memorable days 
in the social and civil history of Pocahontas County was the 5th day of 
March, 1822, when the first court was held . . , James Cooper was appointed 
Constable for the Head of Greenbrier, with William Slaven and Samuel Hogsett 
as bendsaen. 


Jr - his ieath in 1845, James was apparently still serving as constable, since 
; ‘ r 'erved as his bondsmen had to settle obligations which he had not 

**’-’*'- fc -- or ® h i 3 death, according to a receipt in the Wooddell papers: 

r 1 °«c 1846 of James Wooddell the acct of Patrick Bruffey Sheriff 
;• ; ;'’- ^- t -as County for the sum of $13.76 & also for the sum of $9.08 
by tJl ® “id James Wooddell as one of the securities of Jame 3 
• Constable of Pocahontas County upon executions from the Super- 
. r * c * s * for Pocahontas County in favour of the Gov. vs. 

’/ '' . his securities —said acct is now placed in my hands for the 
•- r .lecting the amt. thereof by suit of the estate of sd Cooper. 

W. H. Terrill 

4 ■ : r,rhftr the Virginia militia, according to a document in the 


i ’•‘ i; Co-'rt of Enquiry held for the 127 Regiment of Virginia 

• •• . . John lirndnhawa in the County of Pocahontas on the 

Coof.or Provo at Martini to this Regiment be allowed 
• f ‘ f r * r Attending on" Rr/Mm* rtt.nl and two Battalion Courts 

n« the Proncnt year amounting in tha whole to $9* 

Joseph Moore C.C.E. 

*<Pl+rm\\y 

or. ' were paid from fine money collected by the 

r •• or the above document In the following notation: 

1“ 5 •'•■"ntae County will p.\y the within sura of Nine Dol- 

’**• ‘ ' “V eoney In hie hands Arising from Militia 


John Baxter Col. Coodt. 
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Jtt«a also served as tho local assessor and one of the receipts he gave 
t0 hie brother-in-law is in the Wooddell papers: 

1C39—James Wooddell to the Com!* of the Revenue for Pocahontas County. 

Un to Entering by Divise two tracts of land on the land list 9 8 4 40 Acres 
of land Devised by Joseph Wooddell. 

Jas. Cooper Com? Rev. 

The year before his death, James prepared a will which was probated in De- 
ceeber 1645 and can be found in Pocahontas County will book 2, page 265 j 

In the name of God Amen. I, James Cooper of the County of Pocahontas 
and State of Virginia being week in body, but of sound mind and memory, and 
considering the mortality of the Human 3ody, and knowing that it is appointed 
for all men once to die, do make this my last Will & Testament, Revokeing all 
others—First I Recommend my soul to God who gave it, my body to be Decently 
Buryed In a Christian like manner, and after my Burial expenses are paid, and 
all oy other just debts are punctually paid, I Will and Bequeath the Ballance 
of cy property both real and personal in the form following: 

First, I will and bequeath to my beloved Wife Nancy Cooper all my House 
hold and Kitchen Furniture except sutch as her Daughters has made and claims, 
also the controle of ny House and House hold during her life time or Widow¬ 
hood, her choise of two clocks, and my Family Bible during her life time, 
and then to be left to my Daughter telinda, provided she out lives her mother 
the remainder of the Books to be equally divided between the ballance of the 
Heirs, I also will to my Wife Nancy Cooper, one Horse two cows and ten head 
cf Sleep, and the Bees for the use of the Family, To my Daughter 3etsy M. 
Cooper or her Heirs, I will and bequeath, one Sorrel Kare Saddle and Bridle, 
her eqial proportion of Sheep, and one cow (exclusive of two cows that she 
clairs as her* own at this time), I also will and bequeath to my Daughter Ma- 
li-'.da one Horse Saddle and Bridle one cow and her equal proportion of Sheep, 
a»3c the sane to my Daughter Nancy 3., the same to my Daughter Margaret I., 
the eare to ny Daughter Lucinda, the same to my Daughter Eliza Virginia and t 
=7 sen Joseph K. Cooper, I will and bequeath one bay colt one cow and his e— 
r r 3portion of Sheep with his sisters, also my Rifle Gun & Shot Pouch, 

^7 A-.tch, and wearing apperl, also my Plantation with all its apertainances, 

• • Lr ^ *U the Farming Utentials and Wind Mill, during the Lifetime or 
? '•“•"•sod, of his mother or during the single sate of any of his Sister, 

.T* the above named J. W. Cooper mentains his Mother during her Life tin 
or "i'low-.ool and his Sisters or sister while they remain Single and wish to 
with him, by them giveing him what assistance they can to- 
v V * r ^ support, and after the Death or Widowhood of my Beloved Wife, 
^ “rriage or death of all my single Daughters, the Plantation, 
m»r. Prov lded it brings what any three disinterested Free holders 
Harlan wor *'k, the appreisoro to be chosen by the Heirs liveins on the 
tnat tiao, provided thoy can agree, if not, they are to be ap- 
•• U ..*/ , 4rt » ,nd lf »y »on J. W. Cooper complies with tho above. He 
Krv.J W i ,:*?. hundr « 1 dollars out of tho price of sd. land and an equal 
Far • “ lf,l,3r ». also all my interest in tho Mountain Lands and 

"f U*h/jr ■« l J l# Whlch lB on or belonging to the Farm at that time exclusiv 
*/ t .f. j. w heap, Cun, Watch and Clontha, before mentioned, but ir 

vi not choose to mentaln his mother and sisters as aBov 

t..' r i,/ ,y ,, «Uvmd Wife la to have the Farm and Farming utentials 
** l' Dr *ld"Whood for the benerlt of her and her single daughters 

'“*• ’ • • . I olh her ton J. W. Cooper while he Is single, she is to 

4 a a) ro1 * •• lr ho should refuse to support her and 
- u.,, .y j« n .. 0 H. Cooper, I Will and 

^ price «r aald land when sold, by deducting the FV 
■* * : ... . “f a n to which I hold on him out of Bd;,”? 6 *., 


w Bequeath to my eon 

S v e«* 

* to Caah 


1 nom on n*w -- - . 

John T. Cooper Fifty Itollars out 
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of th * price of ad. land when sold, and if sd. J. T. Cooper chooses he may 
have -ho surveyors Instruments at Thirty Dollars out of sd. Fifty Dollars 
and to havi the same any time after my death. 

Lastly I constitute and Appoint my Beloved Wife Nancy Cooper and my 
son Joseph W. Cooper Executrix and Executor of this my last Will and Test¬ 
ament. 

In Witness Whereof I have hereunto set my hand and seal this Thirty 
first day of August Eighteen Hundred and forty four and 69th year of the 
Commonwealth. 

WITNESSES PRESENT Jas. Cooper Seal 

Boone Tollman 
John A. Gillaspie 
Jacob Bible 

I do not know whether any of the objects mentioned in James' will, includ¬ 
ing the family Eible, are still in existence. I have had some correspondence with 
one of the descendants of Joseph William Cooper, but he does not know of anyone 
who has family heirlooms or papers. Since none of James' descendants now live in 
Green Bank, cost of this material was probably destroyed or widely scattered when 
the various coves took place. Since Malinda, who never married, was living with 
her sister, Eliza Virginia Cooper Kerr, and family in 1870, according to the 1870 
census, it may be that someone among the Andrew W. Kerr descendants has the family 
Bible and other objects. 


James Cooper died on November 8 , 1845. His son, Joseph William Cooper, op- 
erated the family farm and supported his mother until her death on November 29, 
1861. During our brief visit to Green Bank in 1958, Hr. Hamed and I were unable 
to locate the graves of James and Nancy, but we did not have time to make exten¬ 
sive inquiries in the neighborhood or to search the old family homestead. 


Price (pages 476-479) has written a sketch entitled "James Cooper", which I 
reproduce in full, even though some of it duplicates my previous remarks, 
CA ’* 50 Price's book is not easy to obtain, particularly outside West Virginia: 


Djring most of the 19th century the Cooper name has been familiar in 
our region. James Cooper, the progenitor of the Cooper relationship, was 
* ve Augusta County, and was reared in the Noosy Creek section of 
the ^ av ^ n 8 married Nancy Agnes Wooddell, he came over with 

count- -h* Very earl y in the settlement of the upper section of our 
Or,;; 7 ' . 0 P«ned up property now (1900) owned by Robert N. Gum, near 
•■*1 six diugh * 0 knov, ’ n aa ^- ne / Woods. They were the parents of four sons 

C ount ^ irtb '' th Cooper became Mrs. Woods, and settled at Greenhill, Highland 


HrB * Enoch Hil1 and lived Ritchie County. Her 
m ..'/her b * ca ®° «ra. Fling, and lived at Flag, Ohio. Nannie became 

r* flfld iivod in Ritchio County. 

0itcr k»rui* v’ rr btrcKro * Andrew Kerr and lived near Dunmore. Her dau- 
^*wiUnk: Car^i*®* ^ rn * Waohington Hoovor; Anne, now Mrs. Raymer Djjdjj near 
*»rr in Poeahrrt now Gatewood Sutton, at IXirbin. Her son William 
Lucinda r,‘ ^ Johxi Kerr liv«a in Lewis County. 

ehlUr*. HP*. John Alaxandor Cilleaplo, lnte of Greenbank. 

*"re tu.-y . , . Aaoa, and Wlno, the three aona. Her daughters 

'•••r r«t y ,#r8 * Ceorge Beverage; Rnehol, now Kra. Henry Shee-s, 

^ 8h«ov» # anf SithI° W Kr °‘ J ° ,in L * Hudoon » noar t 0 ^ 80 * HAry nOW 

• 'he naaea of Jamaa Cooper'a other two daughters. 

j<x» v cJir 11,1 youth - 

! er tarried in Karlon County. He waa a popular physician* 
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He resided a number of years in Parkersburg and then at Claysville, where he 


died in 1878. His daughter. Flora, teaches school in Parkersburg. His son 
j&aes a foreman in machine shops at Parkersburg and other points. Another 
son, Arthur, is a Presbyterian minister in Illinois, and there are three 
children deceased. Dr. Cooper read medicine with the late Dr, Strather, of 
Karts Springs. He was prominent in church circles, being a ruling elder of a 
Parkersburg Presbyterian congregation. 

James Harvey Cooper married Julia Ann Whitman, of Greenbrier County. 

They wero the parents of five sons and three daughters. The daughters were 
Agnes who died in 1861, Julia Ann, and Rebecca. In reference to the sons 
vc have this remarkable but sad record. They were all Confederate soldiers. 
Robert died in the war. James lost an arm in battle. John and Charles were 
each severely wounded, and George was killed in 1364 in battle near Fishers 
Hill. 

Joseph W. Cooper married Rachel Tallman Sutton, and lived near Greenbank 
They were the parents of four sons and one daughter: Rachel, George Clark, 
James Amos, John William, and Charles Calvin. In 1863 in the course of three 
weeks the dipthiretic scourge removed the mother, her daughter, and three 
sons by death. J. W. Cooper's second marriage was with Harriet Wade cf Bath 
County. She lived about one year. His third marriage was with Mary Arbogast 
near Glade Hill. Snowden, Walter and Vivian were the children of this mar¬ 
riage. 

The writer would hereby cheerfully acknowledge the thanks due George C. 
Cooper for assistance rendered by him cn the wayside, July 1, 1901, when we 
casually met near Marvin Chapel and took notes under an apple tree, the ther 
noeeter 96 degrees. Without the data given by this grandson of the venerable 
pioneer this sketch could not have been prepared and the name of a most wor¬ 
thy pioneer would have been overlooked. 

James Cooper's name appears in the organization of the county as one of 
the constables appointed. He served the public as magistrate, assessor, and 
teacher of schools. He was regarded with high esteem for his honest and ele- 
character in social and business relations. He was a prominent member 
cf the Liberty Church in the early history of that historic congregation, anc 
hia influence was ever for good morals, intelligence, and refinement of man¬ 
ners, aims elf being a fine specimen of what is termed "a gentleman of the 
old school’, and was noted for his polite and gracious manners, correct and 
entertaining conversational powers. 


. .. b , r Frice for the above sketch. However, some minor errors 

_ ' . 1 I ^taes Cooper was born in Rockbridge County and married IJan- 

>, James Harvey Cooper had eiuht sons, five of whoa 

V. '? ’ V - cri, » and three daughters. With regard to these children, 
Lo.*: - c i*, , r ? thcr than funded, George was killed July 15, 1864, in 

Virgin.a, rather than at Fishers Hill, and Agnes died in 1856. 


BFCOClS} 
^^•7. Ipn, 


3 Volume 


:• «*1 ' V : - \ Vr l - ° ? THi; SCOTCH-IRISH SETTLEMENT IN VIRGINIA. „- 

original court - l Cn . " , " ll *« , *lth Mnt Ln| . . 1912-1913. Abstracts from the 

- ^ 1745-1800. 

tferl. l. . .. ■ KL -fh.CriLS OP POCAHCNTAS CnirN 


krllM^ •■•.CHES OF~P0CAHCNTAS*C0UNTT, MBT VIRGINIA. 

U-tW, Mmu t RH* Mother., 1901. 

• uS^lr ?««* COUNT*, WEST VIROINIA. Whaling, 
ftt i i c. 4 m " 7?*» Specially pages 278-280. 

Uvlc H , : *’ W ’' T VIRGINIA AND IT LX. 3 Volumes. New 

^‘*»‘.hlne Co., 1913. Ses Volu»s 3, 983-984. 


W. V*.: 


U »ti 




trim Um 
***•*! Cffv®. n 


moved 


persons 


l lh » MsU» ^^SS^Mobtairrmy^eurrent 

1<«. fclversu. If SJ <X * rlin CoilofO, OberMn. Ohio, or from the 

1 '-'iW, Ann Arbor, Michigan. 





August 1959 

Minor revisions, ApriJ 1968 


To- Ky Coo|>rr Relatives 

r fnAtMir 145 Pendleton Drive, Athene, Georgia 30601 

Dr. Homer C. Cooper, 

(nrc J tunes Cooper (1700-1845) & Nancy Agnes Wooddell 
married in 1805, of Augusta County, Virginia, and 

S2SS tounur, "“<■ vi, '6 inia - 


Re: 


This paper will be concerned with James Cooper and his wife, Nancy Agnes 
Wooddell two of our ancestors of the sixth generation. Ky hope is that dis¬ 
tributes this sketch will encourage you to send me additional, material concern¬ 
ing these two ancestors. Please make suggestions concerning corrections and ad¬ 
ditions for I plan to revise this paper for inclusion in a brief history of our 
Cooper, Wooddell, Whitman, and McKemy ancestors, which vail be distributed among 
you when completed. 

As was the case with an earlier paper concerning Joseph Wooddell, a major 
source of information for this paper has been the V .ocddell family papers, now in 
the possession of Mr. Forrest Wooddell of Green Bank, Pocahontas County, West 
Virginia, I an grateful to Mr. Wooddell for permission to copy and use this ma¬ 
terial. 7 an also deeply indebted to Hr. Rockford N. Hamad, a native of Green 
Bank who now lives in Alexandria, Virginia, for introducing me to Mr. Wooddell 
t-ri for sharing his extensive lcnowledge of the history and family relationships 
of Pocahontas County. Other valuable sources have been letters and conversations 
with centers of the family, Chalkley's abstracts, Price's history, and the court¬ 
house records at Marlin ton, Staunton, and Lexington. 

^ J'-nes Cooper (1730-1245) was born in Rockbridge County, Virginia on Jan¬ 
uary It, 1/SO, the youngest of the four children of James Cooper ( -1781) & 

forks’ father died when James was les3 than tv/o years old and he 
- r “he Mo soy Creek section of Augusta County, according to Price. 

C-'.lkicy abstracts adoption papers for his tv/o brothers, I found none for 
tr.d It ttherefore moot probable that James was reared by his mother, Jean 
- ’<-• f - . cK'-y homestead near Mossy Creek. However, I have no direct 
* m « oc « to support this guess. 

, K ’V5 7 J?® 3 Wd0dd «U (1785-1845) was bom in Augusta County, Virginia on 
!'^ cccnd child of Joseph Wooddell (1752-1834) and Elisabeth 
r>7T~ . " - \ . “ 1C J°)« * know nothing about her childhood. However, James 
» r . IVSi'b: it. /? ae *' ^e Mossy Creek Presbyterian Church, which v/as founded 

;• t \ ' r ‘.'both the McKemy and Wooddell families were prominent. There 
b.\ j .• ... , n f;V ‘ ,r nco that Jn/nos and Nancy's mothers nay have been sisters, 
"• conclusive evidence about thin possibility. 

* r*y V'! ,tftlrn,,, »t of Price, which will bo quoted later, James and 

-•.... r M. .both Moved to Green Bank soon after 1SCO. I do not 


/ » • . ““ Ui rnce, wnicn wilt DO quotea - 

» . . W KT \ both moved to Green Bank ooon after 1800. I do no 

* t-: '■*-; c.i 1' •'■mii'l Jnnoo McKemy, hie uncle, or the Wooddoll family 

•/ i y I , ‘ Ji ' ' ' r - r: 7 r ‘ Joseph Wooddell were granted land Jointly, 

' S Ji*. r ' * B 'nr.l« party, with Jtuncn Coopor in tow. Before hia 
.i r 1 a part of hla living at Green Bank by teaching 

1" tho V.’o< ld«l 1 f/iaily papers In tho possession 
n I?-iiI:* 




* • bill r tow 


i/. _ 4 ^ , _-ah vuo 

^^uvll of Grc. n 


U Jr 




fop teaching nchooli 




•kUtiwK 


h> to Cash 
*>» to Cash 





Pace 2 


LSD 

Stonhen I'ir.urd, Da to Cash - 0 12 0 

Jnh" Cut tain, En to Cash 0 12 0 

Trim from the ik ok-it Being a Ballance Duo me from the Employers January 

the 16th, 1804. Jmea Co °P er 

Jir.es Cooper ar.d Nancy Agnes Woodtlcll we re married at Green Bank on June 17, 
1805 since Nancy wa? still a minor, the marriage bond was made several days 
before tho cercrwny between James and her father, Joseph Wooddell„ Green Bank 
* , till pnr t of Bath County at that time and thus the following bond is on 
fil/nt the Bath County courthouse. Warm Springs, Virginia: 

Know all men by those presents that we, James Cooper and Joseph Wooddell 
are held and firmly bound unto John Page esq. Governor c? Virginia in the 
sum of one hundred* and fifty dollars for the use cf the Commonwealth to 
which oayraent will and truly to be made to the said Governor or hi.3 succes¬ 
sors v.v- bind ourselves our heirs executors & administrators jointly & sev¬ 
erally firmly by these presents sealed with our Seals and dated this 11th 
day of June, I80p c 

The condition of the above obligation is such that whereas there is 
shortly intended to be had and Solemnised a marriage between the above 
bound James Cooper and Haney Wooddei of this County, now if there be no 
lcwf 1 cause to obstruct the said marriage then the above Obligation to be 
void else to remain in full force: 


Signed and Acknow. 
in presence of 
Chs L Francisco 


JAS C00P3R 

JOS V/OODDoLL Seal 


After their marriage, James and Nancy settled near her father's homestead 
on a stream which is now called Cooper Run, a branch cf Deeg Creek, at on ap¬ 
proximate longitude of 7V° A8' 30" and north latitude of 33 24 1 45". Over the 
yct: s, acquired considerable land. Some of the boundaries of their land 

v re Epci^ifed ir> a deed to their son, Joseph, made shortly before James' death 
in 104$: 


This Iv .denture made end entered into this nineteenth day of March in 
the year of our Lord one thousand and eight hundred and forty five between 
J' - c Coojvr of the County of Pocahontas and State of Virginia of the one 
P rt ar.d Joseph W. Cooper of the County and State aforesaid of the other 
I--rt, V/itnoaoeth that the said James Cooper for and in the consideration ox 
of one thor.nand dollars to him in hand paid the receipt of "hjen 
!■ hereby acknowledged by him the said James Cooper hath bargained oMs 
■ '■ j preoente doth bargain and sell unto the said Joscpn • - P 

hln h, ’'o and assigns forever the following certain trec-s ° r d jSd C d 
'• " - *its C'-.e tract containing or.c hundred and fit ^een - oP 

W r by v; Lr-.*ab and Betoy his wife lying and being in^®^ * 

••fid r.t.Vo'i aforooaid on the waters of Deer Creek and 0 

or to Soloman Conrad thence N» oO 

»□ Conrad thonr. N. V3° 
poiaa to 3 black pirt« 4 

Oak and hicory thonco ^. » »• th „ 
poles to a pine and white ** °£ 0? 

•.. o bruits thence N. 5 


Pact: 


2 fdrohao 

a 

- 1 

br<u 
B. i 

rldgcth'r.i 



t? 

«< 

•4C t 

4 an tho M 

tea 

■ 


M folXciWB 



Mil * J, 

* 

P »'m 

a Klo to 

2 

.I* 

13 t«Ui to 


v . 4 


B. 4$° K. 100 }>oloo to 2 Cheetnute thence 

■u tin tote 

1 Uji a lying and being in ft! River end 


• >’< n lying end being -» .. ' .rior River 

’ ' r. . t 'In tre k e bl U»ch of c, “ ; '‘5 „ 6 to 

h t-t , * l. nnd ruger tree 8* * n ' ft rids* K ‘ 

.. . „. ‘/v;to to - to «• 


... K. 6d i«U. to . »= 

hlcWv on tho top o- o h - 




o , p0 G e 3 

, ♦« o Reaches by a branch S. 11 E. HO poles to a forked maple in 

?d£ft # JSd doKe \Ze to N. 83* W. 60 poles to 2 ironwoods N. 84* W. 

204 ^fo nnother^tract"containing twenty acres adjoining the foregoing and 
, h nThle and bounded as follows to Wit. Bggining at 2 ironwoods corner 
♦ « C Hcob LUble and the old tract thence S. 15 E. 30 o poles to 2 pines on 
1 Mil Side S 77* E. 83 poles to 2 white Oaks N. 25 E. 16 poles to a spruce 
Hi e 1 !! 66 8 W. 26 poles to a Spruce pine N. lg W. 20 poles to a pine and 
H'lito oak thence leaving sd Bibles line N. 83 W. 70 poles to the Begining. 

Also another tract Containing Eighty acres deeded to sd Cooper & Jacob 
Pvsart Thomas Lamb and his wife lying & being in the County and State afore¬ 
said on the waters of Deer Creek and bounded as follows to wij; Begining 
at a Sugar Tree and made corner to km. Lightner thence S. 8b E. 3 6 poles 
to a white oak and ironwood S. 75 E. 40 poles to 2 Maples on a ridge N. 

62° E. 32 poles to 2 white oaks N. 72 E. 68 poles to a large white oak N. 

23° W. 53 poles to a white Oak and hickory on a ridge Q N. 40 W. 58 poles 
to 2 white Oaks S. 72° W. 52 poles to white Oak S. 58 E. 14 poles to the 
Begining on the other tract containing fifteen acres and adjoining the afore¬ 
mentioned tract and Deeded to sd Cooper by sd Bysart Lamb and wife. 

Another tract Containing fifteen acres and Deeded to sd Cooper by James 
Tallman lying and being in the county and State aforesaid on the waters of 
Deer Creek adjoining the lands of Solomon Conrad, Patrick Bruffy, and Boon 
Tallman. 

Together with the appertainances belonging to sd tracts or parcels of 
land to the sole use and behoof of him the sd Joseph V/. Cooper and his heirs 
and assigns forever, and the said James Cooper for himself and his heirs doth 
covenant and agree with the said Joseph W, Cooper and his heirs, that the 
said Janes Cooper end his heirs the said parcels of land with all the apper¬ 
tainances thereunto belonging to the said Joseph W. Cooper and his heirs and 
assigns forever against the Claim of him the said James Cooper and his heirs 
an i all ar.d every other person or persons whatsoever will forever warrant and 
defend, in Witness Whereof the Said James Cooper hath hereunto Subscribed 
his name and affixed his seal this day and year above written. 

Jas. Cooper Seal 

Pocahontas County to vrit—We Edward Ervine & Wm. Arbogast Justices of 
the peace in the County aforesaid in the State of Virginia do hereby Cer¬ 
tify that Janes Cooper a part to a certain deed bearing date the 19th day 
of Kerch 1845 and hereunto annexed personally appeared before us in our 
Co’-.-ity aforesaid and acknowledged the same to be his act and deed and de- 
eirci not to retract it and desired to certify the sd acknowledgment to the 
of the County Court of Pocahontas in order that sd deed may be recorded 
J * v ' n undf-r our hands and Seals this 19th day of March in the year 1845. 

Edward Ervine 

Wm. Arbogast Seai 

- & Nan0y Acnes Wooddc11 U785-1861) were the par- 

501 (Bctny) McKemy Cooper 

: n ‘ !; y 21, 1806, Croon Bank, W. Vn. 

. * 1 y 8, m 5, Groonhill, Highland County, Va. 

e * of burial not known. 

*** * * ^J‘ r ll 4, 1044 to Sauuol Woods 


Born Itaccab 
Died 

hlac# of uj 


•i, 1801, Croon Bank, W. Va. 
1894, I'ocahontas County, W. V<\. 
al not known. 




•503 


504 


505 
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j a.iea Harvey Cooper 

Bo u July 30, mo, Green Bank, W. Va. 

PI December 8, 1881, near Tanner, Gilmer County, VJ. Va. 

Biried on his farm on Jessie Run, near Tanner, V/. Va. 

K rried March 8, 1836, Pocahontas County, to Julia Ann Whitman 
(born Sopteraber 28, 1817, Anthonys Creek, Greenbrier County 
W. Va,—died September 20, 1903, near Tanner V/. V.—buried 
beside her husband), daughter of George Whitman, Senior. 

Nar.cy B. Cooper 

Born July 29, 1812, Green Bank, W. Va. 

Died March 3, 1885, Pocahontas County, W. Va. 

Place of burial not known. 

Unmarried 

John Thomas Cooper 

Bom November 28, 1814, Green Bank, W. Va. 

Died April 9, 1878, Parkersburg, W. Va. 

Place of burial not known. 

Harried October 31, 1850, near Fairmont, W. Va., to Louisa Lirpin 
Linn (born February 15. 1825, Linn’s Kills near Fairmont, W. Va. 
died February 11, 1916), daughter of Robert Linn III (1781-1834) 
& Catherine Lyon (1788-1856) 


506 


Va. 


Margaret I. Cooper 

Bom February 11, 1819, Green Bank, W. Va. 

Died January 25, 1895, Burnt House, Ritchie County, W. 

Place of burial not known. 

March 12, 1844 to Enoch R. Hill (born January 13, 1821— 
died August 6, 1896, 3urnt House, V/. Va.), son John Hill (1790- 

18o5) & Keturah Cunningham ( — ). 

507 Lucinda Cooper 

Bom March 1, 1821, Green Bank, W. Va. 

Wed May 27, 1886, Green Bank, W. Va. 

Buried Arbovale, Pocahontas County, V/. Va. 

J DfcC, mbcr 21, 1843, Green Bank, W. Va,, to John Alexander 

OUlaspie (bom December 22, 1815—died March 11, 1897, Green 
Va,—buried Arbovale, W. Va.). 

V* Joseph William Cooper 

b rn /.; ril 18, 1823, Greon Bank, W. Va. 

•"/‘.V'? 1 )**> G ^n Bank, W. Va. 

• - * Urvicr Cemetery, Green Bank, W. Va. 

• • ■ ! 1 . 1847 to Rachel Tollman Sutton (born October 21, 1822- 

U. / Ju y l2 » j 863. Green Bank, V/. Va.—buried Arbovale, W. Va.) 
J' r '° cr *» d January 16, 1868, Bath County, Vn., to Harriott A. 
y. :■ ' ' r ^ 1R 35—died about 1869), daughter of Henry S. Wade & 

’ "ri. • tnlrd to Mary E. Arbognnt (born 1845), daughter of Solomon 

4x1 ' £ftot U Haney NollIngham. 

Virginia Cooper 

Oi'Jl i'/ t,r * r ” |,,,nk » w - Vn * 

! ?r 30, 1649, to Andrew W. Karr (t*oni 1028). 

f * 1 1 lo *d!0. several lawoults nrooo ^" S J^°J[ildren 

9 fe bcUwm eons of the HoKr«ys the ciu. 




tw 






of James Cooper ( -l?Cl). These suits were engendered, apparently, because 

sctn0 of the HeKcray uncles had purchased or managed the property of James Cocner 
/ _ 17 £U) after adopting one or two of his children, then died intestate 

which led to disputes between their own children and the adopted Cooper cousins 
The records pertaining to these suits can be found in the Augusta County court 
house under "McKamy vs. McKamy—O.S. 147; N. S. 51—Bill, no date" (abstracted 
in Chalkley, Vol. 2, pages 127-128) and "Coopers Heirs vs. McKamy—O.S. 212- N 
S. 75 —Bill, May, 1609" (abstracted in Chalkley, Vol. II, page 167)„ Judging * 
by the abstracts, these papers might contain information about the various Coot r- 
McKcoy relationships, but I have not had an opportunity to visit the courthouse ~ 
at Staunton. However, I do have a photostatic copy of a letter by James Cooper 
( 1780 - 182 * 5 ) to Mr. & Mrs. James McKemy, which was submitted as evidence in the 
Cooper—McKemy case cited above: 

Dear Uncle & Aunt—These Comes to let you know that vie are enjoying a 
Reasonable Degree of health at present and hope these may find you and your 
family in good health when they Come to your hand. 

I d 'nave nothing material to inform you of at present only that I have 
Notify. Andrew Kenady to attend at Staunton at Garbers Tavern on the first 
day of the September District Court in order to Settle the Bond I have of my 
fathers on him end his Brother James, I wrote him to have the Bond he said 
he had against my Father (that is if there is any in being) or to h 3 vo the 
coney to pay it or I should enter suit against him as I could give him no 
longer Indugcnce. 

I have some thoughts of going to Tenesee State this fall if I possibly 
Can—and wish you if it lies in your power to get me some mony as I shall 
stand in need of some to bear my cxpences—and also I went you or Some of 
you to be at Garbers on the day above mention, to meet Kenaday to see if he 
will have the Bond or money or what he intends to do and you will much oblige 
your Affectiate Nephew. 

Mr. James KcKemey James Cooper 

N. B. please to write to Bearer July the 31st 1806 

• Bath County 

I have compared the handwriting of this letter, which is in the Cooper-McKemy 
c-.c- records in the courthouse at Staunton, with samples of James Cooper's hand- 
• iwr.- in the Wooddell family papers and there is no question but that the James 
-oper 1/30-16/.5) of Green Bank was the son of the James Cooper ( -1781) and 

^ ^ oc kbridge County. Other evidence supports this relationship: the 
papers contain a letter from James McKemcy in which he mentions going 
■ "'- r.ton, county seat of Rockbridge, on business for James Cooper; the oldest 
,V ; Cooper (1780-182*5) was Elizabeth McKemy Cooper; approximate years 

< ■. . " r r ' jr older siblings, calculated from adoption and apprenticeship 

a r --. i.-.i'iy (i, 273; I, 280), are consistent with James' known date of birth. 

( ’•‘-ovo letter in also interesting because Jnmo3 mentions the possibility 
i* r.ri> Though James was probably reared in the Mossy Creek area, 

t V. ' „T'‘ l r ' rt of hln carl y y° nr « in Tenner, sco; Chalkley's abstract of 
j • y suit pnporo states: "Jnraon Cooper and others of the Cooper 

’ TtnoBBi.r. a thorough examination of tho papers in the Staunton 
e probably rovual tho basis for this statement. Some of the 

a tlr two buILb wore from Knox County, Tcnnoasoe. 

i '* tf r, ' IT * J' Cooper (1760-182,5) also aorvod as a I th Coun-y 

r ; ' * 1 >' «• . Aii curly is 1008, ho carried out court orders, - 

ocuat-til in the Wooddell family {vipers: 

; . 1 V,' c lt/ to dt—VTit rcr Chorloa Donovcn in wdd County fa'm'- hath 

: . ■ <■ ilt: y i:..-«t 

to k I, tho , too {„ raitl County and hath tukon « Corporal 




the 30 id Charles Doneven is afraid John KcM*™ Pa S e 6 

£r and Jcaer. McMahon the Said John McMahoi^ s^l^t S id / County 
‘. n 0 r do him some bodily hurt) and hath 1 b at hi ® ^ wound ® & im 

peace ngoinst him the Said John McMahon and Janos McMah^his 1 *^ 7 ° f the 
1 These are therefore on behalf and in the name of r , 

Coumand you jointly and severally that immediately to 

you bring the Said John McMahon and James McJfehon^bef^re ml ^ ° f 

5 us ticc of the peace for the said County of Bat^tc find ^yTv^.r 
hi 3 personal appearance at the next Court to be holden for r f 

as for their keeping the peace in the mean tine towards CitiJen^f £5* 
Commonwealth ana chiefly towards the said Charles Doneven 

Given under my hand and seal in the said County the fifteenth day of 
September one thousand Eight Hundred and Eight. ^ 

To Jar.es Cooper Constable Sampson Mathews Seal 

To Execute and Return 

Jane3 apparently continued as constable for many years, since Price (pages 
100-101) states concerning the formation of Pocahontas County from Bath County: 

Affairs having so far progressed, the formation of a new county was 
mooted and due arrangements cade. A resolution to that effect was passed by 
the Virginia Legislature, March 1821 . , . One of the most memorable days 
in the social and civil history of Pocahontas County was the 5th day of 
March, 1822, when the first court was held . . , James Cooper was appointed 
Constable for the Head of Greenbrier, with William Slaven and Samuel Hogsett 
as bondsmen. 

At his death in 1845, James was apparently still serving as constable, since 
the cen who served as his bondsmen had to settle obligations which he had no* 
settled before his death, according to a receipt in the Wooddcll papers: 

Red 1 Dec 1846 of James Wooddell the &cct of Patrick Bruffey Sheriff 
of Pocahontas County for the sun of $13.^ & *or a sum o v> * 

^oney paid by the said James Wooddell as one of t c secur <*, u per~ 

Cooper late Constable of Pocahontas County upon execution, vfi p 

ior Court of law & els. for Pocahontas County in avour hQndg j. Qr £ he 

said Cooper & his securities—said ac ® t 18 of the cstSe of sd Coopor. 
P^Pose of collecting the amt. thereof by salt 

K v/ . J f ac -o was a member of the Virginia militia, according to a doc 

"*** P-pero: 

. « Ai. e 127 Regiment of Virginia 

At a Regimental Court of Enquiry bcld fo of Pocah ontas on the 

«atia at the House of John Bradshaws in the oo 
%th d£ y of November 1825. . Vartia l to this Regiment Jf 

Ordered that James Cooper PrOVOsb /‘^mental end two Battalion Courts 
Dollaro per day for Attending one £ the whole to $9- 
^ enquiry during the Present year amoun C j£>roph Moore C.C.E. 

r coll^ctc^ by the 

| 'ntly militia allowances wore paid J^u m eJt is the following notati 

* r <" on tho reverse side of tho above of Nin0 Dol- 

*»• *mltf of Pocahontas County Arising ft- 

tu, J,,r - 0 Cooper out of any » y ^ Comdt 



janes also nerved as tho local assessor and one of th* * * . Page 7 
hi „ brother-in-law is in the Mooddell papers: th receipta he G ave 

1^39—Janes Wooddell to the Com* of the Revenue . „ 

Ih to Entering by Divise two tracts of land on the land l ^? n # a fn C * Unty * 

0 f land Devised by Joseph Wooddell. la 1 st 98 & Acres 

Jas. Cooper Conn Rev. 

year beforo his death, James prepared a will which was probated in De¬ 
cker l£45 and can be found in Pocahontas County will book 2, page 26J5: 

In the name of C-od Amen. I, James Cooper of the County of Pocahontas 
and State Oi. \irgama being week in body, but of sound mind end memory, and 
considering the mortality of the Human Body, and knowing that it is appointed 
for all men once to die, do make this my last Will & Testament, Revokeing all 
others—First I Recommend my soul to God v/ho gave it, my body to be Decently 
Euryed i’l a Christian like manner, and after my Burial expenses are paid, and 
all my other just debts are punctually paid, I Will and Bequeath the Ballanco 
of my property both real and personal in the form following: 

First, I will and bequeath to my beloved Wife Nancy Cooper all my House 
hold and Kitchen Furniture except sutch as her Daughters has made 8nd claims, 
also the controle of my House and House hold during her life time or Widow¬ 
hood, her choise of two clocks, and my Family Bible during her life time, 
and then to be left to my Daughter Halinda, provided she out lives her mother 
the remainder of the Eooks to be equally divided between the ballance of the 
Heirs, I also will to my Wife Nancy Cooper, one Horse two cows and ten head 
cf Sheep, and the Bees for the use of the Family, To my Daughter Betsy M. 
Cooper or her Heirs, I will and bequeath, one Sorrel Hare Saddle and Bridle, 
her equal proportion of Sheep, and one cow (exclusive of two cows that she 
claims as her own at this time), I also will and bequeath to my Daughter Ma- 
linde one Horse Saddle and Bridle one cow and her equal proportion of Sheep, 
alno the same to my Daughter Nancy 3., the same to my Daughter Margaret I., 
the. same to my Daughter Lucinda, the same to my Daughter Elisa JWniaarid t 
son Joseph W. Cooper, I will and bequeath one bay 

: proportion of Sheep with his sist ^°* its apertainancos, 

? and wearing apperl, also my or 

iativllng all the Farming Utcntials and ^ Lill,^ ^ of his Sister , 

v - :-. .hood, of his mother or during the sing Mother during her Life tim 

p rov:,,d the above named J. W. Cooper mentains his .-other ^ ^ ^ 

y -dovhood and his Sisters or sister wh w J at ass i s tsnce they can to- 

‘ ori tho Place with him, by them givei g widowhood of my Beloved Wife, 

'* their own support, and after the , . Daughters, the Plantation, 

' ; the marriage or death of all ^ three disinterested Free holders 

• ‘ ‘ • • sold. Provided it brings what the Heirs liveing or> the 

• ■> « y It if; worth, tho appraisers to be ( f nofc> they are to bo ap- 

' ' ■ion at that time, provided th . cy c ^p er ' CO ;i«plie3 with tho above. He 

*' ' : by Court, and if my son J. W. Co 1 cd> land end an equal 

j •. sj £j£&s rSr 

I zxxsa* ££*3 oat - 



Mvc h -he surveyors J ‘ T> Coo Por choose®*^ * 

- ^ ?l~d ^C£tW ° Ul °' *• P1 ^ U - 

«” •'"">* W ' Cooper ^ xoc utrix n „,i lix^ato^ofthi^ "'? Cy °°°P 8 >- M my 
Haunt. 4 l ' n18 ray last Will n^i 

In Witness Whereof I have hereunto t_ 

«"* day of August Eighteen Hundred and for Z S 2 tkis Thirty 
Connonwealth. ty foUr and 69 th year of the 


WITNESSES PRESENT 
Boone Tollman 
John A. Cillaspie 
Jacob Pible 


. Cooper 


I do not know whether any of the oh< OA+ 

H« Eikle > are still in existence Thavet ? James ' Will » includ " 

<** of vhe descendants of Joseph William Cooper but 80m ® correspondence with 
ha " faally ke irlooms or papers. Since none’of ll ?°f S not know of anyone 
Grcm Sink, cost of this material was probablv!! descendants now live in 
the various coves took place. Since M~‘l wt* ? t oyed or widely scattered when 
her sister, Qiaa Virginia C^pS^eri Was W "ST 
ctrrus, it cay be that someone among the Andi" 16 7 > * accordin S to the 1870 
Bible and other objects. 5 the Andrew W * Ker r descendants has the family 

Jaces Cooper died on November 8 I*/* w 
crated the family farm and supported * >se P h Wm *an Cooper, op- 

1361- IXiring our brief visit to Pro^n n i ■ ker deat ^ on November 29, 

*?*?*«• graves of *£I I were unable 

*" in^ea in the neighhorh^To S£X Z & ^”' 

«iU ?££% “ SketCh entitled " Ja888 CooP 8 --”, which I 

,'rricc-« s bcok'i; not eas^o S tt ?*\ icates “ y Previous remarks, 

‘ 1 easy to obtain > particularly outside West Virginia: 

cur r^! e *Lf r the 1Stk century the Cooper name has been familiar in 

Augusta "cowr^v <? the Cooper relationship, was 

th>.t rroat M , and v;as reared in the Mossy Creek section of 

t,- i.VxJdeiS H ! V n ing < raa ^ icd Ka ? cy A ^ es Wooddell, he came over with 

r . . , y early in the settlement of the unper section of our 

C.::/ V..T , *? en i cd UP P r °P crty now (1900) owned by Robert N. Gum” nea? 

«r*-3 Oiic <UuJhtw^ 10Wn °° Pincy Wo0ds * They were the parents of four sons 

0, Cooper become Mrs. Woods, and settled at Greenhill, Highland 

h r; r - rct bcca * v ' J Mr<*. Enoch Hill and lived in Ritchie County. Her 
' . ! - ;i Ci 'r h 0 ® 0130 Hr®. Wing, and lived at Flag, Ohio. Nannie became 

' ' ’ '• y l in C# and livid in Ritchie County. 

, ^ ' hoc^-'j Mr a. Andrew Kerr and lived near Dunmore. Her dau- 

*'' Era. Washington Hoover; Anno, now Mrs. fiaymer Davis, near 
L, . . • f 't’linn, now Hr®. Gntrwood Sutton, at IXirbin. Her con William 

b r\ *nd JoJui Kerr liven in Lmvis County. 

► ' ' C"; •' b crr .o Mm, John Alexander Gillonpie, Into of Greenbank. 

w . ylc r t l.yo:., end Wlao, the three Bonn. Her daughter® 

•'» • Hi a. Georg# ficvoi ngc; ftacho), now Mrs. Henry Shcota, 

G*u ; 1 ., n -w Hr®. John L. Hudaon, near Loulao, Kory now ih'o. 

t l/' < end Mr the. 

* * ! >■’ • ii nr.1 th« n■ > of Jones Coopor'n other two daughters. 

frl >tf di« 1 In youth. 

** *• Gc-j r uu ui In >'ii ion County. Ho va® ® pOfmlnr pJjyniciftn. 





Cooper, NcXeny, Ferrell/Farrell, Wooddell, 

Gothard, Wilson, & Patton Families 

of - 

Augusta & itockbridge counties, Virginia 

York & Adams counties, Pennsylvania 

Blount, Knox, & iioane counties, Tennessee 

Pocahontas, Gilmer, & Ritchie counties. West Virginia 

Viayne County, Kentucky 

Vigo & Sullivan counties, Indiana 

York County, South Carolina 


l * CK '* r C. Cooper 
i ' w >dl*ton Drive 
c «orgU 30601 


Jenuuy 1V69 






u K«mv FerrellAarrell, Wooddell, Gothard, Wilson, & Patton 

Cooper, NCKcmo, 

„ n„ is D repnring a Cooper & McKemy family record and would appreciate 
concerning the Cooper, McKemy, Ferrell/Farrell, Wooddell, Gothard, 
iS? 4 Patton families discussed below. 

James Cooper (died 1781) & wife Jean McKemy 


especially interested in information about James Cooper (died 1781) and 
" e McKemy his wife, who lived in Augusta County & Rockbridge County, Virginia, 
whe^e James’died in 1781. The will and estate records of James Cooper mention 
four children: 


1. John Cooper 

Born about 1771-1772. Apprenticed as a tailor, 1785-1789, and followed 
the tailoring trade for several years afterward. We have documentary 
evidence that he was living in Blount County, Tennessee, in 1801 and 
1807, but no information as to whether he settled there permanently or 
married and had children. 


2. Nancy Agnes Cooper 

Born about 1775. Married after 1795 to William Gothard; settled in 
Georgia (where?); and had at least one son, John Cooper Gothard. 
Nancy Agnes died before 1809 and her brothers lost contact with her 

husband and son. 


3. Thomas Cooper 

Born about 1777. Adopted in 1793 by his uncle, James McKemy. Married 
March 7, 1798, Augusta County, Virginia, to Elizabeth Wilson, daughter 
of Robert Wilson. No further record of Thomas & Elizabeth. 

4. Jar.es Cooper (1780-1845) 

Bom in Rockbridge County, Virginia, in 1780; settled at Green Bank, 
formerly Bath County, Virginia, now Pocahontas County, West Virginia, 
about 1802; and died at Green Bank in 1845- Married in 1805 to Mnaj 
Agnes Wooddell (1785-1861), daughter of Lt. Joseph Wooddell (1752- 
1834) of Green Bank. James & Nancy were my great-great-grandparents. 

I have considerable information about them and their children w ic 
would be happy to share. 

•> r.ave no further information about James Cooper (died 1781) and would particu 
■'./ l*k<s to know the names of his parents. We also would like toknow 
^t Jonn, Nancy Agnes, and Thomas: their dates and places of birth, » 

«v: '‘•nth; their spouses and children; and where they settled. 


McKemy & Fcrrell/Farroll 

'*'• y was the daughter of John McKemy (died 1789) of Augusta County, 

; • - • t ’'*r brother, James McKemy (born 1753). settled in £ loun , • there 

.t 1787-1792 and applied for his Revolutionary War pensi t J efln 
^ -V. *fter the death or her first husband, James Cooper ^^i^t’know 

^rlng 1781-1787, to • Mr. Ferrell or Farrell. rVrr ell 

' «*»«•» i — of Hr. r re LI (Farrell ) , but suspect that, ho was 1783. 

" « F-r-h*..d a.vral lie.* when the entnte of Jsmss Cooper was sold in 

iL !5"8 J " w ' h * v# not been found m «U tfc* records we. have searched 
«*/ tw<» possibilities, neither confirmed, have been: 

1. JUlies County. Georgia, Dead book HM, P«4” UO, rscord* 

^ wlf * J *«n »old ^00 acre- on Kiehlng Creek to yirrells 
U 17W * no evidence that thia John 4 Je*n our 



er McKeny. FerrellA arrell » Wooddell » Gothard, Wilson, & Patton 2 

,ld welcome any information you may have which would prove that 
SS/SS or ore not our people. 

third wife of'James Ferrell (1732-1808) of Brunswick, Mecklenburg, 

2 * i nenburr and Halifax counties, Virginia, was named either Jean or 
j We have no evidence that his Jean or Jane was our Jean and 

wmlld appreciate any information you may have about them. 

ld cer tainly be grateful for any data you may have about Jean and Mr. 

" "-n/Farrell Except for the two possibilities mentioned above, they 
seen to have "disappeared" from the records* 

William Cooper (died about 1796) of Pennsylvania 

William Cooper of York & Adams counties, Pennsylvania, died about 1796. His 

hter Eleanor married a McKemy and we suspect—but cannot prove—that 
a ilia.? Cooper (died about 1796) was related in some way to James Cooper (died 
i-jgl) 0 f Augusta & Rockbridge counties, Virginia. We think that William Cooper 
lived in what is now the Mount Pleasant Township of Adams County, but have not 
located his grave. From Virginia courthouse and personal records—we have not 
‘••arched Pennsylvania records—we know that William Cooper was married at least 
twice (but not the names of his wives) and had at least five children (but not 
the order of their births): 

1. Janes Cooper 

Lived in York County, Pennsylvania. Died during 1796-1807. Had busi¬ 
ness relations with a man named Archer of Guilford County, North Caro¬ 
lina. 

2. William Cooper 

Living in 1808, but we do not know where. 

J ’ J °j£ datiTon him, unless he was the John Cooper in Roane County, Tennessee 

in 185L. 

k. Eleanor Cooper . . _ 

H rried John McKemy (died about 1793), brother of my fj-eat-great-gre 
. rv-lnother, Jean McKemy, wife of James Cooper (died 17bU ’ 

Ferrell/Farrell. Eleanor & John settled in Augusta County, Virgini . 


Mary (Polly) Cooper 
Married Jacob Patton. 


Settled in Knox County, Tennessee. 


•• i • /•- information about William Cooper (died about 1796) ppe^ 5 

- Pe - ,f.njrl vnnia , particularly whether he was related to tain vy like 

.791) of Auguata U Rockbridge counties, Virginia, we woul 

tear fre* you. 


Final Note 


W.l 


Vie wAnt to 

•• / *• h for any help you may be able to «J vr 11 ’ & Pfttt on data 

!**• (b».rgr, r.rr.il/F-rrell, Wooddell, Gothard, , frm the 

' •* r * If I ever •OV", my current addrenr* can 1 University of 

Office. Of run Collage. Oberlln. Ohio, or Alumni Recorde, 

**•«•*», Uj. kriMjr , Michigan. 


l. IX* 


Homer C. Cooper 

145 Pendleton Drive 

Athene. 0~«*« U 30601 



cooper * HCX.W Notos 


January 1, 1969 


relevant for our search but 
above, which is 


. dditt 0»l COOP- ana H= S 

placed within XPa = oinment3 questions: 

presentoa below folio 1781) so ld s n»r* for thirty pounds to 

m 1775» Jamos Coop 

^oms Cooper. Co0 per the Sum of Six pounds part of 

i*th 1777* 71160 Hecd ’ of hv Isaac Taylor from fort Randolph per 

" im “ cooper 3 


ae 


his 

X 

mark 


Hichard X Magee 

.Ho.ChlS FOW MAhUOlPH WC*®” Jame3 Cooper (aied 1781) paid the 

x° b date, McCampbell, George Heeve, James Young, Mary 

klnkum, and Joseph Shanks. Hnekbridge County sold to Thomas Cooper 

5 atss’ess: 102 » the forks ° f Ja ” 33 aiver 

rrm° 6 V.imJHokemy and -ife^Ann of Mt^e^es 

^r^Spbell, * William McMa- ^ ^ ^ ^ (died 
in 1782, the inventory and aPP 1 * 31 ® 6 ®^ was sold m 1783, these Bibles 
^'nS'Sri^i^tir-le 'THESE BIBLES TODAY? *»» -7 have 

important birth, marriage, and death oata. Diec e of 

1. the hard of John Mchemy ^“‘^rTeT?^^ ^r.» The first 
paper headed "The Estate of James hooper Lecd^ i Gilmore for Wm Cooper to 
ii£ under the heading reads: "To Cash paid to donn 

order of Jas. Cooper." _ 

in 1785, a piece of paper, the face side of ^ert Rush 

Gentlemen—if any of you can Spare Some* : ^tl^ ^ ^ Value 
Irt ni a have them upon my Acct. and taKe your Bonds for 

, receive, them at and 1 will Give joa Crritoat J ^ and he 
tne Saw for 1 Owe him and cannot Get the mon y i Compliance 

.tma to take Some Cattle in part for what 1 Owe him 
will Oblidge Gentln. yr. Hum. Servt. 

boptr. 12th 1785 John McK<W 

7o Krooro. John Cooper, Thomas Cooper, 

Joaeph Thom peon U Alexander Hehomy jditional statements, 

tm Ui ty*«i ■»« aide of this oumo piece of paper are two a 

Uw flralofwhich lei before us 

•tat* of ...» // Thta day laoboUa Coop**" tWQ of the 

■ US H> J/Ujr // John Ted ford and that the fiv* 

umTpeace of Said County and made oath U ^ ^^tion 
-■da ni 11 inf.* Macelted for here »■ * f Jaaw « Cooper 

^*t—, 4 J—. * M-y Mere, for the hatate ox 

John Todford 








January 1, 1969 
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fcoop.r * McKemy Notes 

. th0 tw0 statements on the reverse side reads: 

TVii gCCOiltJ w 

1 t th0 ^ 1785 —lteceived of Thomas Cooper five pounds 

.Wins*. Used. * .e ^ ^ 


1737-1795 a John Ferrell of Knox County & Hawkins County, Tennessee, 
«™nt e e”for several parcels of land recorded in Knox County deed books, 
including a grant by the State of North Carolina ("Copied from Book B, 

T e 89 Grant 275"). WAS THIS JOHN FERRELL THE SECCND HUSBAND OF JEAN McKEMY, 

UDOW OF JAMES COOPER (died 1781)? 

Cn September 20, 1785, in Augusta County, Virginia, John Cooper, "Son to James 
Cooper Deed. ... and By the Consent of his Guardian John McKemy," was appren¬ 
ticed to Thomas Hinds, a tailor. The indenture was witnessed by Benjamin Norton, 
John Middleton, and Eleanor Cooper. 

In 1792, Thomas Cooper and wife Isabella of Rockbridge County sold to John 
Wilson, for 100 pounds, 100 acres in Rockbridge County, Virginia. 

in 1796, John Cooper and wife Agnes of itockbridge County sold to Robert Piper, 
for 100 pounds, 90 acres in Rockbridge County, Virginia. 

Undated, in the hand of John McKemy: a paper headed "Thomas Cooper dr. To Jas. 
Cooper estate" includes "To Cash paid When Going to Pitts Burgh, five pounds" 
ar.c "To 1 Journey to Pennsylvania, three'pounds ten shillings." WHAT RELATIVES 
DID THOMAS COOPER (bom about 1777) HAVE IN PITTSBURGH AND PENNSYLVANIA? 

in 1301, John Cooper ("heir to William Cooper, deceased") of Rockbridge County, 
Anare* Graham and wife Eilizabeth ("mother to said heir") of Rockbridge County, 
anc nulliam Youel of Augusta County sold to George Wilson, for 300 pounds, 240 
acre- in itockbridge County, Virginia, on Little Calf Pasture River. 

In 1811, in Blount County, Tennessee, Isabella Cooper and Agness Townsley 
i-M-cred questions, under oath, concerning when and how long John Cooper (oom 
. 1771) had lived in the household of his uncle, John McKemy, after the 

'••-it. of r.is father, James Cooper (died 1781). Apparently John Cooper lived 

•n tne McKrs^y household until June 1784. 

- - -.4, a William Gothard was a grantee in Knox County, Tennessee, deeds ana 

• .3.5 a William Goddard & Jane S. Campbell were married in Knox County, kas 

• a i :4.2AM GOTHARD WHO WAS THE HUSBAND OF NANCY AGNES COOPER (bom about 

- '5; Clad beforo 1809), daughter of James Cooper (died 1781)? 

Comments and Questions 

• -r.f ,n..t.on above raises many issues which are relevant-for our search lor 

*nd Krtesy relationships. 

Unfortunately, 


at 


' ‘ - nave not had un opportunity to search for the Wi ^*®"\£ 00per 

' .796) • ■ records In Ada.:.:. A York counties in Pennsylvania, 

‘ ' .ar.ly many of the relationships among persons 

. .... a we conclude that Jams 


* • I »ny of the relationships among persons pres lanes 

irn. mi- 1779 . .™i irn au .bo.., «. 

■ ini) iji.j not only sons named John, Thomas, and ' * r . ns «ctions) 
1 ' -,n, -,r too young to have been Involved in those • * & York 

• r relative*, probably the William Cooper family of An. 

tnoee given nemo a. 


■tie*, oy 

^ iAOi abridge County 


M.l . a.,aaaa 




unit.. Rnnnsr (dead by 1801 ) 




January i, xyov 


Cooper » Mr 14 "? N ° US 

__ rrtn tly a widow Elizabeth whose second husband was 
had . son John and C00 PEH OUR WILLIAM COOPER (died about 1796) 

Andrc v Graham. hASnilb pa)NSYWAN1A7 if yes, DID W1LUAH DIE IK KOCK- 

» ---S KS™ 1HH ADA* OR YORK COUNTY? 

BW • -v Cooper (bom about 1777) was living in Blount County, 
Apparently n ’ 0, “- J ^ Ume hc wa3 about eight years old and the ward 

rennesaee, in 1785, at ISABELLA RELATED TO THOMAS AND TO HIS FATHER, 

of ^^ H C ^'l781>? WAS ISABELLA COOPER OF BLOUNT COUNTY IN 1785 and 
-'■'■^^ ■^ISABELLA COOPER WHO WAS THE WIFE OF A THOMAS COOPER IN ROCK- 
■^E COUNTY IN 1792? IT yes, HOW WAS HER HUSBAND THOMAS RELATED TO HER 
THOMAS COOPER (bom about 1777)? 

-if at all—WAS AGNES TOWNSLY—in Blount County in 1811—RELATED TO THE 
COOPwi AND McKEMY FAMILIES? 

- in -leanor Cooper witnessed the indenture of John Cooper (bom about 

■ r 7 7 ii ^ofZ« Cooper (died 1781) and watd of John McKemy. WAS Sffi THE 
COOPER WHO MARRIED JOHN McKEMY AND SUHV1VED HIM? If yes, WAS THIS 
•a<vuAGS A SECOND MARRIAGE FOR JOHN McKEMY? 

Thank you very much for your help. We are grateful for your assistance. 

Homer C. Cooper 
145 Pendleton Drive 
Athens, Georgia 30601 

A.-.y :•±nge in ny address can be obtained from the Alumni Office, Oberlin 
*., Oberlin, Ohio, or Alumni Records, University of Michigan, Ann Arbor 
.--.igAn. i would be happy to hear from Cooper & McKemy families at any time 

. .ns and i are descended from James Cooper (1780-1845), youngest child 
v Jean, and wife Nancy Agnes Wooddell (1785-1861) of G reen Ban k^ 

.County, West Virginia. James & Nancy had nine chilaren: U) 

. HeKamy Cooper (1806-1845), married 1844 to Samuel Woods; settled 
-• .... Highland County, Virginia. (2) Melinda Coo P e fJ 1808-18 ' 4 

• t— rried; lived in Pocahontas County, West Virginia. C3) Ja® es 
- -sr tieiO-lMl), married I 836 to Julia Ann Whitman (1817-1903); 

Gilmer Countv. West Virginia: their son, Charles Slavens Coope 


d • : to Louisa Lirpin Linn (1825-1916); settled at Parkersburg, Wet 
t) M-rgaret 1. Cooper (1819-1895), married 1844 to ^och R. 

• iij, anttied at Burnt House, Ritchie County, West vl fS llua ' /{£,«- 
-*• ^ '-:-r married 1843 to John Alexander Cillaspie Vie y 

. *<, Arboval* in PocahonUa County. (8) J °scph 1 JjJj 

' -•••■■ .-.t i.u.7 to Hue hoi Ta liman Sutton J822-1863); ^rried_ 

t- a. »«de (1835-1867?); married 3rd 1869 to • 

ik 'it.* at (in-nn hank in Pocahontas County. W . 

1900), married 1849 to Andrew W. Kerr (bom 1623)1 
******* at Utfa»,re in Pocanontas County. 

*'* m Cooper, K *«my, or Wooddell reoordo. such 

•. *V<. # . .. .n.u* STS Umm families, 1 would certainly be «rat 

U ^ write to me. 




Coopc r 4 McKcray 

Homer C. Cooper 
145 Pendleton Drive 
Athens, Georgia 30601 

th _ above statement, 1 have learned from two other Cooper 
Since preparing^h j ^ indebtedj that Wayne County, Kentucky, and 

I^Ts^livan counties, Indiana, are relevant: 

, ^Frederick 

Sfe ssj: S 83 

Frederick cooper? 

2 James Cooper and wife Mary Werr were living in.Blount County, 

, nn Alexander Cooper, was born in 1817. in loo, 
Tennessee, when their son, Alex n h » moved to 

Cooper married Elizabeth KcGriff in 1642, was a member oi 

sr&ss s&w-s'«» 

DID JAMES AND MARY HAVE OTHER CHILDREN? 

Several other miscellaneous notes seem worthy of inclusion in our summary 
of Cooper & KcKemy families: 

3 In 1795, James Cooper and wife Hannah of York County, Pennsylvania, 
conveyed to JoLi KcKemy of Augusta County, Virginia, for 110 P^nds, * 
acre/on both sides of the North River of "Shenando- in Augusta County^ 

Witnesses: William KcKemy, Eleanor KcKemy, J^^^SJ/wAs’a SON OF 
JAKsS COOPER THE JAKES COOPER (died during 1796-1807) -vHO ' ,AS 
WILLIAM COOPER (died about 1796) OF PENNSYLVANIA? 

*1«. th. Evergreen Cen.tery, Gettysburg t*m 

v- l-.vcs of a Hannah Cooper (1756-1822), T^mas J. Cooper U797 1 ™IN AH 
wives Margaret 4 Elizabeth, and Martha Toot Cooper (1818 18/1 J. 

COO rr* THE WIPE OF JAKES COOPER? 

4. According to a history of Pocahontas County, West J ° hn 
br i. ir. rj.w (1758-1834) "married Miss Nancy McKamie, in the vie in y 1 ^ 

t^foro coving from Augusta AGNES* MENTIONED 

'■W.TL r’JJX NAME NANCY AGNES HcKEHY ? WAS SHE THEDAUGHTER AG KEJJTI0NgD 
1* TH-,. vriLL or jacrKcK?HTn(dD-d 1789) OF AUGUSTA COUNTY, WHO AUO KENTAU 
A OkANDflCM, JOHN WA06HAW, IN HIS WILL? 

•j. Thr will of Janos HcK.my, Sr., written in L^ollwing°childr«n: 
As. Co-ray, Virginia, l"ft to wife Agnes and • K ‘ v ' ("one half 

v-'m, (who l.. . hi, father's plantation). J»ne j 

•f Or*, • ,l.r pu • »tion, consisting of more than H ^S: 

Hoe>h*a.i, John KeKway, and Polly Hindman. On* clause 

*..*» • - th- >- -It r-r-ctlng th. 

In i , .vat., of N. Carolina, should thc re.ult pro hl , 

a, will 1 - that ./ •«». Jamea. Should aatisf JMJ #n 

IrtabU and *jip*nca ai-i dlvid* th* Pallanc* *nually 
U* r*at of *jr children, 
fc-.eiw CAhOUSA COUKTT NAS TH* 31T». OP THE SUIT? 




Coojxt & McKemy • 1 

6 The Old Providence Church cemetery in Rockbridge County, Virginia, 

thea e four craves, lying consecutively in the same row: Robert 
St-c? (173^-1816); Susanna Cooper (1742-1817); John Cooper, died March 1, 
vear- and Margaret Cooper (1774-1847). I assume that John was 
' 57 ^f Rotert & Susanna but, on the other hand, COULD HE HAVE BEEN THE 
(born tbout mD MHO WAS THE SON OF JAKES COOPER (died 1781 7 
*■ ' . rnoNT praves some distance away, are in the cemetery: ousan A. 

H °Cooper (1778-1838), wife of Joseph Cooper; and Robert Cooper (1805-1840). 

7 I have an incomplete note about a John Cooper who was born in 1777, 

rsasr “““ 

p Th* will of a John Cooper, written in 1812, probated 1824 (place 
not dtleSnS mention^the Sstit..of 

^Sfh-Da^“iS, John, and Mary 
Wallace. WHO WAS THE FATHER OF THIS JOHN COOPER. 

This family is found again in the viU 

in fork County, South Carolina. Since his w.^nary p ^ Cooperi a 
left his estate to: John Cooper, a broth * Tennessee; Mary Wallace, 

brother in Georgia; William c °°Pj' r >® sister in Yorkville, South 

a sister in Virginia; Elizabeth Davidson, niec^ Jane Fergu- 

Carolina, to have the plantation "boro J 1 * L eee Kiiaabeth Powell of Virginia 

r; SaS^TSSTS plantation 
■where Stephen Belk lives." 






